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President’s Desk 


The National Congress of Mothers has never made it a condition of membership that one must 
purchase books in order to become a member. The founders of the Congress had higher aims than 
to found an organization to promote commercial interest, however good, nor did 

National Congress they desire to keep any one out because they did not possess certain books. 
of Mothers and There is no doubt that the National Congress of Mothers has created a de- 
Parent-Teacher mand for books on child nurture and child welfare which did not exist before, and 


peer ssen. 4 teste publishers ever alert to cater to a demand have brought out books good, medioere 


. and bad. 
ate “Parents and Their Problems” was edited by a member of the Congress 
Purchase of Books With the purpose of providing helpful reading for parents. The agreement made 
Never Required by the Congress was with the editor, not the publisher, but later she assigned her 
contract to the Kaiser Publishing Co. 

Owing to serious complications caused by various violations of the agreement, false state- 
ments of some agents that they were employed by the Congress and were organizers for it, the 
National Board appointed a committee to take such steps as were necessary to sever all con- 
nection with the publishers, even refusing to receive any share of the royalty. 

The committee reported to the board when it met in Columbus that they had successfully com- 
pleted their work. 

No publisher and no agents of publishers can truthfully state that they are authorized to sell 
books—or to organize circles for the Congress. Some of the agents were honorable and fair, but those 


who were not made the board willing to forego the royalty rather than be subjected ta the annoyances 
caused by others. 


Every mother and father in the country must rejoice at the brave, true manly message of 
Secretary Daniels given in Chicago to the surgeons of North America and reprinted in this issue of 


, CHILD-WELFARE MAGAZINE. It is a comfort to know that in so far as it is pos- 
Secretary Daniels 


Says “ End sible, the Secretary of the Navy will hold before the enlisted men pure life as a 
Double Standard mecessity for clean manhood. There is no crime for woman that is not equally 
of Morality ” acrime for man. ‘There is no mother who is not concerned as much for her boy’s 


honor as for her girl’s. Temptations that are as great for our boys as for our 
girls are a feature of camp life which the Mothers’ Army and Navy Camp Committee of the Mothers’ 
Congress has power to remedy. 

Organize the forces of good. Know the conditions, mothers, and give your intelligent codpera- 
tion to Secretary Daniels and to Secretary Baker in their efforts to protect our boys. Encourage 
them by writing them your appreciation, for they are carrying heavy burdens for all of us, and it helps 
them to hear that we value the high moral stand they have taken. 

Secretary Daniels’ message to surgeons should be read in every Parent-Teacher Association, 
Mothers’ Circle, Woman's Club or Men's Club in America. It should be given to every physician 
inthe land. It should have, and it will have, the hearty endorsement of every true American citizen. 


Into a world steeped in sin 1917 years ago our Savior came to save mankind. His life on earth 

was spent in battling against evil and in teaching love to God and love to the neighbor. 
Chelstanes Christmas, 1917, sees sin and sorrow—heavier than history records, but on 
Greetings, 1917 the other side battling against self-love of a great nation, one sees kingdoms and 
: republics joining hands in defense of the very principle that Christ came to teach— 
‘Love thy neighbor as thyself.’’ Tragedy and cruelty exceeding the days of barbarism are with us, 
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yet it is not all darkness when the great majority of nations are standing together to protect the rights 


of individuals and nations—to make them free. 


women are making the supreme sacrifice. 


These are the very principles for which Christ was 
crucified. They are the principles for which millions of men are giving their lives 





and millions of 


May every nation come to a realizing sense that “The nation and kingdom that will not serve 
Thee shall perish’’—that when individuals or nations set up other gods and worship them, when they 
forget that God rules, and that only through Him do we live and move and have our being, they have 


started on the path that leads to destruction. 


It is our privilege and our opportunity on Christmas day to instil in the hearts of the children 
the real meaning of Christmas day, to make them feel the Divine spirit of the day and its holiness. 
So do we build into character the principles which will bring peace and happiness. 


Christmas on the Ranch. A True Story , 


By EMELINE T. BECK 


Away in the great Southwest and not a hun- 
dred miles from the border, the little children 
spend the Christmas holidays very unlike the 
children we read of in the Christmas story books, 
for there the beautiful snow never falls, the 
jingle of sleigh bells is never heard and even the 
festive holly, in many sections, is known only by 
name. Nevertheless, the children look forward 
to the Yuletime holidays with the greatest antici- 
pation. 

They have their parties, out-door sports and 
Christmas trees, and Santa Claus is always 
present at the Christmas tree celebration, but 
the snow that covers his heavy overcoat, on 
those occasions, has a suspicious appearance, 
and many a boy guesses that it was picked from 
a southern cotton field. Often Santa is very 
uncomfortable in his heavy garments, and the 
frostbitten appearance of his nose is strangely 
out of keeping with the balmy southern climate. 

It was in this pleasant country that Mr. Gray 
resided. Mr. Gray was one of the wealthy 
ranch owners of the Southwest. His ranch was 
situated fifteen miles from the town in which he 
resided and comprised several thousand acres, 
over which roamed great herds of sleek Hereford 
cattle, feeding on the tender Texas blue grass, 
or munching the succulent beans that hung like 
a beautiful speckled fringe from the scraggy 
mesquite bushes. Here and there immense 
clusters of thorny cactus formed hiding places 
for the big jack rabbits. The chaparral and 
mesquite bushes were alive with beautiful birds, 
and somewhere burrowed in the heavy under- 
brush lived whole families of coyotes. 

The big white ranch house was occupied by 
Mexicans whose duty was to look after the 
cattle and sheep, and cook for the cowboys. 

Towering in the air, the wheels of half a dozen 
windmills could be seen, turning at a merry rate, 
to supply water for the stock, for no creek or 
branch traversed the ranch. 

One day shortly before Christmas, Mr. Gray 
received a message that called him to the ranch. 
Anticipating a stay of several days, he suggested 


- 


that the whole family accompany him and spend 
the holidays in camp on the ranch. How the 
children danced with delight! Jack wanted to 
start at once, but preparations for the trip must 
be made. Three great farm wagons were fitted 
with covers, after the fashion of an old-time 
prairie schooner, and provided with a supply of 
comfortable blankets and soft pillows, for in 
those wagons the camping party was to sleep. 
Mother Gray busied herself cooking a generous 
supply of good things. Jack and Peggy did a 
world of mysterious shopping, assisted by Lottie 
and Grace Hale, whose parents had been invited 
to accompany the Grays on the proposed trip. 

On the morning of December 24, the three 
big prairie schooners, each drawn by a splendid 
pair of mules, a light spring wagon to which 
was harnessed the family pet, faithful old 
Joe, and laden with sacks of oats and all 
manner of strange packages and camp supplies, 
formed a procession not uncommon in _ the 
Southwest. 

Perched upon the seat of the spring wagon was 
little Frank Gray, seven years of age, but already 
quite an accomplished cowboy, and leading the 
procession was Lottie Hale and Peggy Gray, 
riding bare-back, mounted upon Mr. Hale’s 
beautiful saddle pony Bullet. Such happy 
girls! They often rode at a dashing pace far 
ahead of the party, then cantering back, met 
the others. 

Arriving at the ranch, a cozy nook sheltered 
by a dense growth of mesquite that formed a 
hedge was selected for the camp, a huge pile of 
mesquite logs were gathered together, and a 
glowing camp fire burned and crackled. Mother 
Gray and Mrs. Hale prepared a delicious feast, 
and steaming hot coffee was served. Then the 
merry party gathered round the camp fire, and 
there, sheltered by the clear, starry skies, seated 
on logs and boxes, the little children listened to 
wonderful stories of other Christmas eves, and 
exciting stories of encounters with bears and 
Indians, told to them by Mr. Gray and Mr. 
Hale. Jack sang a pretty little Christmas song, 
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and the girls recited appropriate little verses. 
Late in the night, when all were tucked away in 
their cozy wagon beds, Peggy's sharp ears dis- 
cerned an unmistakable sound. ‘Tinkle, tinkle, 
surely it was the sound of bells. Nearer and 
nearer came the sound. “Of course,’’ whis- 
pered Lottie, ‘‘it is Santa Claus, but just listen 
to that howling noise. I guess he is driving 
Eskimo dogs.”’. Just then Mr. Gray called from 
another wagon, saying, ‘‘Listen, children. Do 
you hear the bells? The coyotes are chasing 
the sheep.”’ 

At last the little folks were in Slumberland. 

Perhaps old Santa Claus knew where the 
children were spending Christmas; perhaps he 
was only passing that way, and just peeped under 
the snowy wagon covers, and spied them sleeping 
there. At any rate, when they opened their 
eyes Christmas morning, what a beautiful sight 
they beheld! Were ever wagon covers so deco- 
rated before? Festoons of pearly popcorn draped 
the sides of the covers, golden oranges and big 
red apples hung from every bow, picture books 
and toys were fastened in every space, a beautiful 
doll with real curls smiled down on little Bessie, 
three dainty little boxes were found to contain 
three beautiful rings for the girls, over Jack's bed 
hung a shining new repeating shot-gun. Little 
Frank, awakened by Jack’s exclamations of 
delight, and seeing no present for himself, began 
to cry, and jumping from the wagon, he landed 
almost squarely on the back of the prettiest 
Shetland pony ever seen. His cry was soon 
changed to howls of joy that would have done 
credit to an Apache Indian. 

The Mexican women at the ranch house: were 
presented with gay shawls, and in turn they pre- 
sented the camping party with a big dish of 


savory chicken and hot tamales. After every 
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one had exchanged presents and a “Merry 
Christmas” the two families gathered round the 
camp fire, and after an offering of praise and 
thanksgiving all joined in singing a Christmas 
Carol. The beautiful wild birds from their 
perches in the nearby bushes twittered a re- 
sponse. Then Mrs. Hale prepared a pot of 
steaming coffee, while Mother Gray, assisted by 
Lottie and Grace, spread a tempting breakfast 
from the store of good things previously cooked. 

Breakfast over, the paper dishes were burned, 
and then began a long-to-be-remembered day of 
frolic. Jack was off at once to try his new gun; 
returning soon, having killed a ‘“‘strange wild 
animal”’ which proved to bea harmless armadillo, 
Frank, mounted on his pony, was soon busy with 
his little lariat, trying to rope the calves penned 
near the house. ‘The girls took long hikes across 
the ranch, sometimes chasing the road runners— 
a beautiful bird—sometimes watching a big jack 
rabbit as he would sit like a sentinel, motionless, 
and listening. Sometimes Jack would join the 
girls and all would play at target practice, with 
Jack’s new gun. . 

Early in the afternoon another feast was 
spread, and with keen appetites, and rosy cheeks, 
the children came trooping in camp, in answer 
to call of the horn, fashioned from the horn of an 
old long horned cow. No Christmas dinner was 
ever eaten with greater zest than that dinner, 
spread under the canopy of the blue sky. 

The day passed all too soon. The little party 
again gathered around the fire, and told stories 
of the day’s pleasures. 

The next morning the party returned to their 
homes, in town, but, on the return, Old Joe, 
harnessed to the spring wagon, was guided by a 
Mexican cowboy and a happy little boy mounted 
on a Shetland pony led the procession homeward. 
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COLORADO 


Mothers’ Army and Navy Camp Committee, Camp 
Gunter 

Camp Gunter of Pueblo consisted of 1,000 
men stationed in our fair grounds, all buildings 
being used as quarters and race course as 
campus. A large Y. M. C. A. tent was estab- 
lished for their recreation, supervised by an ex- 
minister, and a good supply of magazines always 
on hand and some books. 

Our women displayed great interest and the 
usual amount of hero worship was displayed 
in ‘‘pie days,’ cake days, etc. 

The usual amount of gossip flew around our 
city until it eeached the enormous proportions 
of 300 girls being held in jail. This condition 
was personally investigated and I found, after 
looking over all institutions and places of deten- 
tion, that there were just three cases, one of 


these being arrested in the camp grounds—an 
unfortunate girl sixteen years old. 

The general conduct and supervision was all 
that could be expected, even under such condi- 
tions as are found in the now-a-days camp. 

Mrs. F. A. WELLs, 
Pueblo, Colo. 


\ MARYLAND 


Soldiers Wil be Provided Lodging. 
Formed to Give Them Beds. 
be Made. 


Boys From Camp Meade and Other Places Who 
Must Spend Night in Baltimore Now Have 


Place to Sleep—No More ‘‘ Where-We-Goin’?”’ 
Parties. 


New Club 
Small Charge to 


The pathetically familiar sight of a knot of 
two or three soldiers standing on the street corner 
about one o’clock in the morning, trying to figure 
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out where the lodging for the next few hours is 
coming from will soon be a relic of the past. 
There has been formed a club to provide for just 
that group that can’t afford the prices demanded 
by the hotels, and to see that they are taken care 
of as well as they would be in their own homes. 

The name of the new organization is the 
United Service Club, at 204 and 206 West Fa- 
yette street, under the auspices of the Army and 
Navy camp committee of the National Congress 
of Mothers. The use of the building in which 
the club will be housed has been given by Maj. 
George W. Hyde. 

The purpose of the club is to provide a cheap 
room for the soldier who is staying over night 
in the city and a recreation place for other sol- 
diers at all times. There will be reading and 
lounging rooms, a recreation room in which 
pool and billiard tables are being installed, and 
all the comforts which it will be possible to pro- 
vide for the men now wearing the uniform of 
their country. The price of a night’s lodging 
will be 25 cents. This will include a bed with 
plenty of warm bedclothing and clean sheets, 
a clean pair of pajamas, the use of the bathroom 
and free access to all the amusements and recrea- 
tion the place offers. 

The club opened November 10 with accommo- 
dations for about thirty. If the soldiers who are 
staying in the city for the night make use of the 
place and show that they really want it, the 
number of beds, etc., will be quickly raised to 
accommodate I50 men. 

In order to secure the money wherewith to buy 
the things necessary for the comforts of the boys, 
a big melting pot is hung in the window of 
Hennegan & Bates, 7 East Baltimore Street, in 
which everybody interested in the comfort of the 
soldiers is requested to drop contributions. Old 
gold, silver, brass, etc., which could be melted up 
and sold, will be welcomed. The first contribu- 
tion to the pot has already been made by Mrs. 
Yates Stirling, wife of Rear Admiral Stirling. 
Mrs. Stirling contributed two gold pencils and a 
gold breastpin which had been in her family for 
years, but which she considered would be of 
more service if given to the club than lying un- 
used in her bureau drawer. 

All fathers and mothers are invited to join the 


club. To those having sons in the service of ' 


their country, the initiation fee will be fifty cents, 
to others one dollar. The fees are used to main- 
tain and improve the club building. 

The Maryland Congress of Mothers is in 
charge of the club and holds the record for prompt 
work, At a meeting arranged on October 18 
for which Mrs. Harry Parkhurst had invited 
Rev. Charles Wood, of Washington, and Mrs. 
Schoff, of Philadelphia, to present the need for 
such a club, the vote to establish it was unani- 


mous. November 10 the building was secured, 
papered, painted, furnished and ready for 
occupancy. 


The opening ceremony was very simple. Mrs. 


- 


Parkhurst and an enthusiastic group of women 
and men and boy scouts sang the Star Spangled 
Banner, while Mrs. Schoff, National President, 
raised the flag which announced to the boys in 
uniform outside that the club was ready for them 


to use. Immediately there were requests for 
lodgings. 
MISSOURI 
Report of the Army and Navy Camp Activities of 
the Council 


The following is quoted from Mrs. Schoff’s 
splendid article in the June number of the maga- 
zine, entitled ‘‘Some Vital Questions of the 
Hour for Mothers.’’ Why is it that all the 
thousands of good mothers in this country do 
not see their opportunity with these young men 
in the army and navy so far away from home 
influence? Are the mothers of this country 
afraid to follow? I believe they are not, but 
that they have never had the matter called to 
their attention. If in this National Congress of 
Mothers we should agree that in the vicinity of 
every mobilization camp in this country there 
should be a large group of women who would do 
all they could for the comfort and happiness of 
these men, it would be a great step forward. 

Inspired by these words of Mrs. Schoff, and de- 
sirous of doing “‘ our bit,’’ the Council of St. Louis 
and County started activities in Jefferson Bar- 
racks, a few miles south of the city. The coun- 
cil realized that this was one of the vital prob- 
lems all mothers are asked to face, and was ready 
to provide every possible safeguard against the 
moral pitfalls which beset the pathway of the 
soldier and planned to provide some kind of 
wholesome recreation for the boys. On July 12 
in the tent of the Y. M. C. A., and with their 
hearty codperation, an entertainment was given. 
Applause followed every number; when re- 
freshments were announced the enthusiasm 
knew no bounds. Over a thousand boys were 
given an enjoyable time in a wholesome way. 
One boy said, “If mothers would do this often 
it would be easy for ‘a feller’ to keep straight.”’ 
This and many similar expressions showed how 
much this was appreciated, and how much it is 
needed all authorities know. Many boys are 
corresponding with the mothers and all letters 
show how hungry these boys are for mother love. 
If every mother would codperate, much good 
would result. This first entertainment was fol- 
lowed by one every Friday evening under the 
auspices of the Mothers’ Congress. Magazines 
have been sent to the camp by the hundreds. 
The director of the camp tells us that they are 
read and enjoyed and the boys are given per- 
mission to take them with them as they are 
moved to the next camp; so this work of pro- 
viding magazines can be continuous. Victrola 
records also have been sent to the camp. A 
special Thanksgiving and Christmas enter- 
tainment are being planned. All of this is the 
work of our congress, which believes that “‘to cure 
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was the voice of the past to prevent the divine 
whisper of today.”’ All authorities, organizations 
and individuals should exercise their power of 
prevention in this critical situation. The 
coéperation of all is necessary to completely 
wipe out all immoral influences in the camps. 
The council sought this codperation and has 
found it and is ready to provide some enter- 
tainment every Friday evening for the rest of the 
year. The hearty coéperation of many indi- 
viduals has been most gratifying. The Com- 
mittee on Health and Recreation of the Woman’s 
Committee of the Council of National Defence 
of Missouri has been of great help to us in se- 
curing the services of Mr. Frederick Fischer, 
director of the Pageant Choral Society, to start 
community singing at the camp. The songs are 
being printed, consisting of patriotic, folk and 
popular songs. This as well as transportation 
for the singers have been provided by this com- 
mittee. Mr. Olmstead gave as his opinion, 
through his long service with the sanitary com- 
mission during the Civil War, that the two things 
that did most to keep the soldiers well were music 
and letters from home. 
JENNIE HILDENBRANDT. 


NEW JERSEY 
Ambulance Given 


The New Jersey Congress of Mothers will pro- 
vide an ambulance for service in France. $2000 
is being raised for this purpose. 

In addition to this, every member is requested 
to make cookies for enlisted men once every 
week, 

PENNSYLVANIA 

The Philadelphia Mothers’ Army and Navy 
Camp Committee of National Congress of 
Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations 
opened the United Service Club at 207 S. 22d 
St., Philadelphia, August 1, to provide home com- 
forts, home influence and a welcome from Phila- 
delphia mothers to enlisted men stationed in or 
near Philadelphia. The demand for accommo- 
dations was so great that the 50 beds were soon 
increased to 100 and at the present time 250 boys 
can have a clean wholesome place to spend their 
leisure time when off duty. 


If you think you are beaten, you are; 
If you think you dare not, you don't; 

If you like to win but you think you can't, 
It’s almost certain you won't. 

If you think you'll lose, you've lost; 

For out of the world we find 

Success begins with a fellow’s will; 
It’s all in the state of mind. 


In October over six thousand young men in 
army or navy made use of the club, and over 
1,300 availed themselves of the lodgings. 

To interest and secure codperation of mothers 
of enlisted men or patriotic women the mother’s 
committee is holding weekly teas, which are 
to continue until mothers from every section 
have been received. Ward branches of these 
mothers will be formed to render such service as 
each may choose to give. 

The personal acquaintance and friendly in- 
terest of mothers has already made the enlisted 
boys’ sojourn in Philadelphia one they will re- 
member with pleasure. 

Is there too much we can do for any boy who 
offers his life, and sacrifices comfort and business 
that the world may be free? , 

There is nothing that has a deeper influence 
in holding youth on a high level than to have the 
inspiration and personal interest of a good 
mother. Now that boys are scattered the world 
over, every mother should mother some other 
mother’s boy, trusting that her own may have 
the same interest wherever he may be. 

One of the greatly appreciated services that 
has been rendered by the National Army and 
Navy Camp Committee of the Congress of 
Mothers has come in the possibility thus afforded 
to mothers, to know of such a committee that ° 
can be asked to look up their own boys. 


ALABAMA 


Mrs. Paul D. Vann, 429 E. 14th St., Anniston, 
generously offers to look up any boy when so 
desired by his father or mother. She says: 
“Before the boys came speakers had warned us 
of danger to our girls and by their pictures of 
destruction frightened us so that we wondered 
whether there were any gentlemen among them. 
We have found that none but gentlemen there 
are, and a more manly set of men we have never 
seen. There is no longer a North and South. 
Our hearts and hands have been joined by having 
these boys with us. We love and honor the lad 
in khaki.” 

Already many fathers and mothers have 
availed themselves of Mrs. Vann’s offer and 
have expressed their appreciation of her hospi- 
tality. 


If you think you’re outclassed, you are; 
You've got to think high to rise; 

You've got to be sure of yourself before 
You can ever win a prize. 

Life’s battles don’t always go 

To the strongest or fastest man; 

But soon or late the man who wins 
Is the one who thinks he can. 

—Tid-Bits, London 
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End the Double Standard of Morality 


By SECRETARY JOSEPHUS DANIELS 


Secretary Daniels Pleads with Surgeons to Warn Youth of Dangers of Vice 


Dealing frankly and boldly with the social 
evil as a menace to the nation’s military effi- 
ciency, Secretary of the Navy Daniels, in an 
address in Chicago before the Clinical Congress 
of Surgeons of North America, appealed to the 
medical profession ‘‘to end the false double 
standard that decreases military effectiveness.”’ 

“The profession,’ he declared, ‘‘must share 
its part of the blame for the unpardonable 
prudery that endures a festering evil rather than 
have it exposed and eradicated.”’ 

“There is not an army in the field whose 
effectiveness is not reduced by reason of immoral 
disease,’’ said Secretary Daniels. ‘‘The navy 
suffers likewise, and business halts because 
venereal diseases destroy the manhood of work- 
men and fighters. During the last statistical 
year men of the American navy lost 141,378 
days sickness from a small group of absolutely 
preventable diseases, or rather diseases con- 
tracted by sin. 

“This means that every day throughout the 
year there were 456 men disabled by their dis- 
graceful malady. Add to that number those 
required to care for the disabled and we have 
enough men on the non-effective list each day to 
man a modern battleship. And this does not 
count those who though diseased were not dis- 
abled or the evil of the loathing danger of conta- 
gion to the clean members of the crew. 

“In the navy in 1915 there were admitted for 
treatment for venerea! diseases 112 persons in 
every 1,000, and in the army eighty-four for every 
1,000, the number in the army having decreased 
from 145 to the thousand after the passage of an 
act stopping the pay of all soldiers admitted for 
treatment for a venereal disease. 

“The new navy law stops the pay of men so 
afflicted and probably will reduce the number to 
the army ratio. But these figures show a con- 
dition of immorality upon the part of the minor- 
ity in both arms of the service that challenges 
the thought of the authorities. 

“In civil life the number afflicted is quite as 
- large proportionately as in the military service. 

“Sir William Osler places these infectious 
diseases at the top as a menace in war and in 
peace. The time has come to realize that this 
subtlest foe of humanity must bé conquered, and 
it cannot be conquered by denying its existence, 
saying it is a necessary evil or applying pallia- 
tives. It is deadlier than smallpox or cancer 
or tuberculosis. A Canadian authority says its 
ravages today are more terrible for Britain and 
Canada than Vimy ridge, the Somme and Lens. 

“The remedy? There is but one—continence. 
It must be preached in the home, in the school, 
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in the marts of trade, in the pulpit and in military 
camps and among shipmates afloat. The eradi- 
cation of the evil effects must, be thorough, but 
the teacher who will be.heard and heeded when 
the teachings of all athers will fall on deaf ears is 
the word of authority from the medical profes- 
sion. 

“Young men expect ministers of the gospel 
to call them to clean living. The preacher seeks 
to save their souls, and too many youths hardly 
realize they have a soul. But they know they 
have bodies, and the doctor is the man to whom 
they trust the treatment of their bodies. 

‘““When he preaches continence as the only rule 
of life to young men, and points out the dire 
penalty for lapses, his words have a weight no 
other admonition possesses. 

“You, gentlemen of the meclical profession, 
deal with life and death. You bring the bodies 
into the world and you close the eyes of the dead. 
Yours is the ministering function, the intimate 
touch, and out of such relation you can enjoy 
an amazing power of suggestion. It is the power 
that America calls upon you to use. 

“Tell our youths the truth. It is a duty laid 
upon you not by the moral law alone but by the 
law of self-preservation that operates in nations 
as well as individuals. That duty is imperative 
upon you now as never before. 

“If you perform it, and our young soldiers and 
sailors heed your wise counsel—and many of 
them will follow your teaching with lasting 
gratitude—you will contribute more to the win- 
ning of the war than manufacturers of shells. 

“Continence no longer is a matter of morals 
only, though it must be enforced as the cardinal 
doctrine of morals. It has come to be seen as 
having its base in the great law of nature. New 
truths must take the place of ancient lies. 

“We know now by the testimony of science 
there is no foundation for a double standard for 
the sexes. To preach it is to preach immorality 
and a lowering of manhood. The lie that has 
lived so long must be driven out by the truth. 

“Only God ever will know the toll in blood 
and tears this lie has taken from the heart of the 
world—the price the health of the race has been 
made to pay for its submission to a historic false- 
hood, young lives ruined, futures cheated of 
promise, children called upon to suffer for the 
sins of the fathers, innocent women robbed of 
the right to happy motherhood, and the virility 
of a nation sapped at its very foundations. 

“Today as never before manhood must be 
clean. We must have fitness, for America 
stands in need of every ounce of strength. We 
must cut out the cancer if we would live.” 
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Child-Welfare Day Message 


MRS. DAVID O. MEARS 


February 17, 1918, marks the twenty-first 
birthday anniversary of the National Congress 
of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations. 

The chairman desires to express grateful 
appreciation of the successful observance last 
February of Child-Welfare Day, with many 
meetings held all over the country, inspiring 
programs, and in the gratifying national birthday 
offering of $1,253.39, secured in great measure 
through the giving of Lincoln pennies. 

It is desired to continue the successful Lincoln 
penny plan, but an unexpected complication 
has just arisen in the request from the govern- 
ment, that, on account of the war tax, pennies 
should not be hoarded, but be given free circula- 
tion. In view of this request, it is suggested 
that Lincoln pennies still be given but changed 
into other “‘coins of the realm’’ when the amounts 
deposited in the child-welfare gift boxes shall 
warrant. It hoped that many “Buffalo 
nickels’’ may also be considered sacred for child- 
welfare work. 

Attractive child-welfare gift boxes may be 
obtained for ten cents a dozen (less than cost) 
at the National Office, 910 Loan & Trust Bldg., 
Washington, D. C. These boxes placed in a 
conspicuous place may be a reminder to family 
and friends of the great value of child-welfare 
work being done by the mothers of the nation. 

President Wilson has called upon this great 
nation to make untold sacrifices—to give of its 
noble young manhood and tremendous financial 
aid ‘‘to make the world safe for democracy.”’ 
The reign of true democracy The 


1s 


means: 


world made safe for the welfare of every house- 
hold, for every institution of learning, for the 
true worship of God and for a “government of 
the people, for the people, by the people’’— 
home, school, church and state rights. 

Home, school, church and state—their’ safety 
and welfare have been the corner stones upon 
which the National Congress of Mothers has 
builded from its very inception, endeavoring 
through all the years of its existence “to make 
the world safe for democracy.” 

Child-Welfare Day offers in these war cloud 
days a nation-wide opportunity for each member 
of the Congress to do more than “a bit” in 
coéperation with the President of the United 
States in carrying out the noble ideals with which, 
as a nation. we have entered into this war. 

Suggestive programs may be found in “star 
booklets’”’ and ‘‘program plans,’’ which were 
sent out last year to the affiliated Mothers’ 
Circles and Parent-Teacher Associations to be 
preserved and made of permanent value in 
Child-Welfare Day observance. State presi- 
dents are requested to appoint chairmen for - 
Child-Welfare Day, and it is desired tHat each’ 
circle and association may observe the day in a 
way best calculated to arouse greater interest in 
the welfare of the child and thus in the welfare 
of the world. 

The money given is used in the extension work 
of the congress. To reach every home, to help 
every parent, and thus make better opportunities 
for every child requires steady work and money 
is necessary to conduct it. 


Welcome News from Congress of Mothers of Japan 


The National Katei Kwai (National Mothers’ 
Association of Japan) desires to affiliate with the 
International Congress of Mothers. 

In a message to the societies, the president, 
Mrs. G. F. Draper, of Yokohama, says: “ We feel 
confident that it will be a stimulus to be a part 
of such a central body having the aims of the 
International Congress of Mothers’ and she 
asks the coéperation in affiliation of all the moth- 
ers’ meetings in Japan. 

In her annual report printed in Japanese and 
English Mrs. Draper says: ‘“‘ While in America I 
counted it a great privilege to call on Mrs. 
Schoff, president of the National Congress of 
Mothers, and present the greetings and thanks 
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of the Mothers’ Association in Japan for the 
sixty-four loan papers donated the year before 
through Mrs. Alexander.”’ It is interesting to 
learn that loan papers in the Japanese language 
are being prepared to further the mothers’ work 
in Japan. 

At the national annual gathering excellent 
reports from meetings all over Japan were read 
with programs and suggestive topics for the 
coming year. 

The Katei Kwai is exerting a wide helpful in- 
fluence and The National Congress of Mothers 
sends cordial greetings, best wishes and a wel- 
come into membership to the National Mothers’ 
Association in the Sunrise Kingdom. 
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PROGRAM FOR PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS 
FOR DECEMBER 


The Programs given from month to month require the service of three members 
of the association for each meeting. They develop home talent, at the same time 
providing papers of educational value in child-nurture. They ensure a high standard 
for the season’s meetings, and awaken wider interest in child-welfare as the members 
learn of the movement throughout the world. 


FIRST TOPIC—Review of the Year’s Work—Educational, Cooperative and Patriotic 
SECOND TOPIC (To be assigned to another member). 
What Parent-Teacher Associations in other States are Doing. 


THIRD TOPIC (To be assigned to third member). 
Current Events Concerning Child Welfare. 


May be Local, State, National or International. 


List of Loan Papers in Child Nurture suitable for programs may be secured by 
sending 2 cent stamp to National Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations, 910 Loan & Trust Building, Washington, D. C. 




















AS I GO ON MY WAY 
By STRICKLAND GALLILAN 


My life shall touch a dozen lives before this day is done— 
Leave countless marks for good or ill ere sets this evening’s sun. 
Shall fair or foul its imprint prove, on those my life shall hail? 
Shall benison my impress be, or shall a blight prevail? 


When to the last great reckoning the lives I meet must go, 

Shall this wee, fleeting touch of mine have added joy or woe? 

Shall He who looks their records o’er—of name and time and place— 
Say: ‘‘Here a blessed influence came,” or ‘‘ Here is evil’s trace’’? 


From out each point of contact of my life with other lives 

Flows ever that which helps the one who for the summit strives? 
The troubled souls encountered—does it sweeten with its touch, 
Or does it more embitter those embittered overmuch? 


Does love through every hand-clasp flow in sympathy’s caress? 
Do those that I have greeted know a newborn hopefulness? 
Are tolerance and charity the keynote of my song 

As I go plodding onward with earth’s eager, anxious throng? 


My life must touch a million lives in some way ere I go 
From this dear world of struggle to the land I do not know. 
So this the wish I always wish, the prayer I ever pray: 

Let my life help the other lives it touches by the way! 
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Albany will be Honored by Twenty-first Annual Child-Welfare Conference, 
N. C. M. and P.-T. A., May 14-18, 1918 


In April at the twentieth Annual Child-Welfare Conference of National Congress of Mothers and 
Parent-Teacher Associations invitations for the twenty-first Convention were received from the 
Albany Mothers’ Club of Albany, New York, the St. Louis Council of Parent-Teacher Associations 
and the Merchants’ Association of New York City. The Albany Mothers’ Club has for several 
years graciously invited the Congress to meet there. 

As New York was the first state to organize a State Branch of the Congress, and as it has never 
had the honor and pleasure of having a National Convention the National Board of Managers voted 
unanimously to hold the twenty-first birthday Child-Welfare Conference in Albany, May 14 to 


18, 1918. 


Work for Child Welfare by Parents and Teachers in National Congress 
of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations 


NEWS FROM STATE BRANCHES 


CALIFORNIA 


Over 150 delegates attended the fall conven- 
tion of the third district of the California Con- 
gress of Mothers at Folsom in October. 


PRESIDENT’s COUNCIL, OCTOBER 23, AT Los 
ANGELES 


Three President’s Councils are held each year. 
They are a clearing house of activities of the dis- 
trict, giving the associations all over the county 
a chance to get acquainted with each other and 
the work of the different departments. 

This council was given over to the newly 
created departments of war service and training 
camp activities. 

The needs of the camps and what we could do 
to help were discussed. This problem is very 
near us in Los Angeles, as we have two large 
training camps in the county, and another near 
us in San Diego County, where many of our 
boys are sent. 

At noon all enjoyed a box luncheon, and after- 
wards community singing and an address by our 
state president, Dr. Jessie A. Russell. 

While all our members are vitally interested 
in the great war problems, they are keeping the 
aims and objects of our work ever uppermost. 


COLORADO 


“Permit me to congratulate you upon your 
remarkable organization. I had no idea of its 
strength or its value until I undertook the work 
on the Conservation Bureau. It has been in- 
valuable as an agency through which our work 
could be accomplished. In fact, we were able 
to do it in one third the time with its assistance 
than it would otherwise have taken.’’ This 
was said by Mr. Ralph Smith, the director of the 
Denver County Conservation Drive. Mrs. W. 
R. Ramsey, the president of the Denver County 
Parent-Teacher Association, was one of Mr. 
Smith’s special aids and devoted her time to 
outlining the work for the women of the various 
districts. The members of the Congress re- 
sponded with a willingness and a vigor that was 
unsurpassed by those of any other association. 


This was not alone true of Denver but all over 
the State. A beautiful spirit of coéperation and 
of patriotism actuated them everywhere. We 
may, indeed, be proud of the women of our state 
association. 

The Liberty Bond issue was met with the 
same noble attitude of mind as the conservation 
work. The Congress women worked faithfully 
and well. An instance of their feeling was 
shown when, at a meeting of the State Board, 
Mrs. Dick asked how many bonds the nineteen’ 
members present were immediately responsible 
for and it was found that they had secured, per- 
sonally, over $200,000 worth. The children of 
the Denver schools hold $147,000 in bonds. 

War work is being done in almost every hamlet 
where there is a Parent-Teacher Association. 
From the remotest districts come reports of 
groups assembled for knitting or sewing or ban- 
dage making. Scarcely a circle is without some 
tangible evidence of their patriotism. 

Pueblo County Association is doing splendid 
work for the unfortunate children of France and 
Belgium. Some circles are making one garment 
and some circles another, all working together 
to make complete outfits for the little sufferers. 
One circle is making toys to help restore the 
reason of the poor children whose minds have 
temporarily left them because of the shock of 
the awful things they have been compelled to 
witness. A toy often accomplishes this result 
when everything else fails. Another circle gave 
a fairy pageant for funds for this purpose. 

Classes in instruction in conservation, storage 
and in cooking are being held throughout the 
state. Smith-Lever and county agents, sent 
out by the state agricultural college, are in great 
demand and practical demonstrations are being 
given in many circles. 

It is a great comfort to know that the Parent- 
Teacher Associations have so educated them- 
selves in domestic science and gardening, in the 
past three years, that they were thoroughly 
ready to receive this instruction and are doing 
so with a determination to put it to every-day 
use. It is doubtful if there is any one other 
organization of its size inthe state which was so 
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intelligently prepared and so eager to do their 
immediate duty for the country. 

That the Parent-Teacher Association is not 
neglecting the duty to existing social agencies 
is well demonstrated in Denver by the fact that 
they have just organized a committee to see 
that the blind of the city be taken to their in- 
struction classes at the opportunity school, 
three times a week. They have also adopted 
the opportunity school as their special charge, 
in that they will endeavor to provide such equip- 
ment as is needed and which the school board 
can not furnish. 

The opportunity school of Denver is unique 
and unusual in that it provides classes for both 
sexes, all times a day, in any line and for any 
age and also keeps its doors open at night. It 
is the school for the immigrant, for it is there 
that he learns the language, meets his country- 
men in pleasant association and also learns his 
trade if he desires. Miss Emily Griffith is one 
of those beautiful characters who fits the place 
as though the principalship was cut out just for 
her. She is, at once, the teacher, friend and 
confidant of the pupil. ‘She it is who, after the 
course is completed, finds the position for the 
pupil and who watches his career with anxious, 
motherly interest and helps him over the rough 
places. Because the pupils of this school have 
few mothers to look after their welfare, the 
Mothers’ Congress and Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciation of Denver County have agreed to com- 
bine their efforts and to stand behind Miss 
Griffith in this wonderful work of citizen-making. 

The State Educational Association—divided 
into three sections for the convenience of the 
teachers—met at Grand Junction, Pueblo, and 
Denver, the first week of November. At each 
of the branches, the Parent-Teacher Association 
had a speaker. This, we felt, was a great con- 
cession, because it was an open recognition 
that parents are also educators. It is a prec- 
edent that we hope will be followed in many 
other states. It is a decided assistance to our 
work to have the teacher get credit for attending 
a session which instructs her in the value of the 
association and which shows her the respect in 
which it is held by the most prominent educators 
of the state. 

In this connection, perhaps, it would not be 
out of place to register our pride in having the 
superintendent of our state schools and one of 
the editors of the CHILD-WELFARE M AGAZINE— 
Mrs. Mary C. C. Bradford—elected to the 
presidency of the National Education Asso- 
ciation. It is a compliment to the State of 
Colorado and to the Mothers’ Congress. 

The state-wide membership c:mpaign has 
been a little delayed because of the use of our 
associations in the two patriotic drives just over. 
However, there is a significant stir among the 
various circles that proves a winter of real activity 
in that line and we hope, to report 10,000 mem- 
bers before the year is passed. 


CONNECTICUT 


All of the clubs of Connecticut have entered 
into war work with a will, following a busy sum- 
mer during which canning centers have been 
established, assistance in registration given, and 
all forms of relief work carried on. The New 
Haven club is arranging for a big benefit for 
war relief work. From Rocky Hill, the home of 
our president, Mrs. George Brinton Chandler, 
comes a report that the club in conjunction with 
the men’s club has assumed the beautifying of 
nine plots of ground owned by the town and 
hitherto very much neglected. The attractive- 
ness of the town has been greatly increased. 

A Red Cross society has been formed with 
twenty-six members. From  Ivoryton come 
encouraging reports from the Parent-Teacher 
Association. 

The West Haven mothers’ club has made a 
new departure this year—mothers may bring 
their children to the hall where they are cared 
for by a committee while the mothers attend 
the meeting. A visiting nurse service ts main- 
tained, and the club is taking charge of the sale 
of Red Cross seals, the proceeds to go to local 
tubercular work. 


ILLINOIS 


The biggest, most thrilling and widely con- 
structive work done by our branch this summer 
has been the operation of the Jolly Tar Club at 
Waukegan. The conception, development and 
realization of it has been due not only to Mrs. 
Langworthy’s practical gift for organizing but 
also to her perception of the need of this exalted 
social service and above that to her spiritual 
vision. 

We urge every person reading this letter who 
knows a boy at the Station to drop him a card 
or a note urging him to drop in at the club, 176 
Marion Street, Waukegan, and to use to the 
fullest extent everything provided for him there. 
The project has more than proved itself. 

As additional war work, many of our Parent- 
Teacher Associations have formed Red Cross 
units in addition to the carrying on of their 
regular work. 

In October we began the issuing of a four page 
monthly bulletin to all our members. It is in- 
tended to take the place of special communica- 
tions from officers and committee chairmen, to 
convey announcements and state items of cur- 
rent information. 

Our State Organizer spoke on parent-teacher 
association work before four teachers’ institutes 
during the summer. We are developing the 
plan of district organization for the extension of 
the work. Nothing in our state history is a 
better indication of our wholesome growth than 
the necessity of the reorganization of the plans 
for extension work yearly for the past three 
years. The prospects for the coming winter 
are gratifying. 
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We appeared before the State Probation 
Officers’ Association, a department of the Con- 
ference on Corrections and Charities, by invi- 
tation of its president, to tell what the Parent- 
Teacher Association can do in the prevention 
of juvenile delinquency.. Many of the officers 
present frankly admitted their complete igno- 
rance of the work or a misapprehension of its 
purposes. We sent a speaker to the Parent- 
Teacher Section of the Wisconsin State Teachers’ 
Association to speak on ‘‘What the Parent- 
Teacher Association Can Do to Further Con- 
serve Child-life in War-time.”’ 

The first Chicago Council meeting was held 
November 13, general subject, ‘‘The Spirit of 
Youth in War Time.” 


IOWA 


Des Moines Parent-Teacher workers and 
teachers of Polk County were fortunate in 
having the opportunity of hearing Mrs. Frederic 
Schoff, who gave two days of speaking and con- 
ference at the county teachers’ institute meeting 
early in September. County Superintendent 
Thornburg sent printed post card invitations to 
every member of a mothers’ or parent-teacher 
club in the city. Many mothers spent all of 
both days at the institute and a large number 
attended some. Over 900 teachers were in at- 
tendance. Her talks were very instructive and 
inspiring. 

Mothers’ clubs are beginning the year with 
increased interest in the work. Many Des 
Moines clubs are taking active part in war relief 
work for the cantonment in our city. The 
mothers have undertaken the task of doing the 
camp mending, each club taking its turn in 
sending a committee to work one day a week. 

The clubs will each give a program on the 
subject of thrift and food conservation, with 
talk by the food expert who is to spend a year in 
our city teaching food conservation. 


KANSAS 


The Kansas Executive Board of National 
Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations met in Lansing, Kan., in October, at the 
home of the president, Mrs. J. K. Codding. 

The following appointments were made for 
chairmen of departments: Parent-Teacher As- 
sociation, Miss Lillian Scott, Baldwin; Child 


Labor, Mrs. E. V. Lanyon, Pittsburg; Commer- * 


cialized Amusements, Mrs. J. L. Beggs, Kansas 
City; Literature, Mrs. Mary Belleville Brown, 
Salina; Education, Miss Ella Woodyard, Kansas 
City; Child Welfare, Mrs. R. W. Stubbs, Law- 
rence; Juvenile Courts, Miss Eva Corning, 
Topeka; Home Economics, Miss Frances Brown, 
Manhattan; Rural Child Welfare, Mrs. C. L. 
Danner, Wilson; Publicity, Mrs. Caroline 
Prentis, Topeka; Playgrounds, Mrs. L.: V. 
Keplinger, Kansas City; Social Extension and 
Sanitary Survey, Mr. J. L. Rogers, Pittsburg. 


The annual state conference will be held in 
April or May, 1918. 

As superintendent of commercialized amuse- 
ments, Mrs. J. L. Beggs has sent a letter to schools 
and association secretaries outlining a plan for 
“family night” at all picture shows. Her de- 
partment will furnish a list of pictures and pro- 
grams suitable for the needs of country and city 
entertainments and interesting to the entire 
family. 

Reports from various departments evince that 
an enormous amount of patriotic work is being 
accomplished through the Association Congress. 


KANSAS CiTY 


The practical activities of the National Con- 
gress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tions were well illustrated at the first annual 
meeting of the Parent-Teacher Council, of Kan- 
sas City, Kan. It was a meeting primarily for 
the presidents of the ward parent-teacher asso- 
ciations and the heads of the various committees. 
The state president, Mrs. J. K. Codding, spoke 
briefly of the paramount importance of child 
conservation. 

Mrs. Laura C. Tenney, who is president of the 
council, said: 

‘“‘At our meetings we should have experts to 
address us along the line of the best child develop-° 
ment. The presidents of the different associa- 
tions should tell of the work they have found 
practical and helpful. Relief work should be 
carried on that no child need remain out of 
school because of lack of clothing or equipment. 
Motion picture supervision should be carried on 
in the manner already outlined and begun in 
coéperation with the supervising board and local 
committees. The problem of playground amuse- 
ments is a vital one that should receive our most 
serious consideration.”’ 


MICHIGAN 


A Parent-Teacher Association has been or- 
ganized in Capac, Mich. One hundred and 
fifty books for the children of the grades to read 
this winter have been secured, and a weekly 
motion picture show has been arranged for them. 
The mothers are to take the Reading Course 
arranged by the Bureau of Education. 


NEW JERSEY 


The annual convention of the New Jersey 
Congress of Mothers met in Moorestown, No- 
vember 8-9, at the High School. 

Over 300 delegates registered and all were 
entertained in private houses. 

Over 400 homes in Moorestown offered en- 
tertainment for delegates. 

It was unanimously voted that an ambulance 
be provided for service in France. Parent- 
Teacher Associations and Mothers’ Circles vied 
with each other in contributing to the $2,000 
fund necessary, and nearly half was subscribed 
at once, 
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A fine résumé of the year’s work is given in the 
annual report of Mrs. Wellington Bechtel, State 
President. 

The New Jersey Congress of Mothers and 
Parent-Teacher Associations with their purpose 
to coéperate with home and school for the welfare 
of the child, is recognized now, as never before, 
because of the importance of its work, holding 
as it does the very heart-strings of the home. 

The strength of organized parenthood is a 
force capable of rising to the emergency which 
confronts the nation in this hour of need. The 
agencies contributing to this force in the last 
year have been the addition of fifty-three new 
associations and clubs, making a total of two 
hundred and fourteen. Ten officially organized 
county councils, based on the State and County 
Constitution, became a part of the Congress, 
thus centralizing the work and affording an 
opportunity for the interchange of methods and 
valuable suggestions, as well as forming a link 
between state and county activities. 

The second year of codperation with the State 
Department of Summer Schools indicated an 
awakened interest, especially in its observation 
school, where the practical demonstration of new 
educational methods was placed before the 
mothers. ‘ 

Twelve hundred teachers attended Mothers’ 
Day held in Ocean City, Collingswood, Freehold, 
Newton and Phillipsburg in July. These 
teachers with the county helping teachers are 
working in an effective manner with the Con- 
gress. 

Thousands of pieces of literature have been in 
distribution during the past year by the Con- 
gress including child hygiene leaflets on ‘How 
to Take Care of the Baby.’’ These were trans- 
lated and printed by the Congress five years ago 
and are in English, Italian, German, Hungarian 
and Yiddish. 

Through the efforts of the Child Hygiene 
Committee one thousand dollars was contrib- 
uted by the New Jersey State Medical Society 
for the relief of starving Belgian children. 

Child-Welfare Day was observed by fifteen 
associations, $75.32 being sent to the National 
Congress in memory of Founder’s Day. 

A leaflet prepared by Miss Lillie Williams was 
approved by the Commissioner of Education 
and sent by the Congress to all associations for 


school visiting week in order to guide mother 


and teacher to an intelligent survey of studies 
and present-day conditions. 

The Presidents’ Council was held in Trenton, 
March 17, by invitation of the Prospect Presby- 
terian Church and St. Paul’s M. E. Church. 
As the spiritual training of the child is the key- 
note to all mother work special emphasis was 
placed on a deepening of the religious influences 
in the home. Mothers’ circles in churches are 
being organized composed of young mothers 
with babies on the cradle-roll. 

A copy of the resolutions passed upon by the 


board of managers endorsing national prohibi- 
tion as a war measure, also the Army and Navy 
Insurance Bill, were forwarded to the New Jersey 
Governor and Representative at Washington in 
order that the government might be assured that 
the mothers of New Jersey were using their in- 
fluence toward the protection of the home. 

The Congress is also coéperating with the 
State W. C. T. U. and other women’s organiza- 
tions for state prohibition. 

At the meeting of the National Congress held 
in Washington last spring, a Mothers’ Army 
and Navy Camp Committee was formed with 
the approval of both Secretaries of the Army 
and Navy. For the committee in New Jersey, 
Mrs. Alexander Marcy, Mrs. W. Sanford and 
your president were appointed, and on July 13, 
under the direction of the National President, 
Mrs. Schoff. Mrs. Marcy and your president 
also organized a Mothers’ Committee in Cape 
May to interest mothers who were willing to 
open their homes to the sailor boys stationed at 
Sewell’s Point. 

A call has been sent by the Congress to asso- 
ciations and clubs in Burlington County asking 
mothers to serve at the Y. W. C. A. Hostess 
House, Camp Dix, on Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons to receive soldiers’ families and to do 
necessary darning for the soldier boys. 

The Mothers’ Congress originated the call for 
home-made cookies which Miss Margaret Fort, 
state chairman of Recreational Canteen, has 
gladly sent out to all parts of the State. We 
ask Parent-Teacher Associations to set aside one 
day, at least, as Cookie Day for the soldiers and 
sailors, the cookies to be forwarded to the nearest 
cantonment. 

A child’s pledge card has been sent out by the 
Congress hoping to encourage the children in 
cheerfully eating the plain, but nourishing diet 
that the present conditions demand believing 
that the child’s effort should be recognized. 

In response to a call from the Woman’s Com- 
mittee at Washington of the Council of National 
Defense to codperate with the New Jersey di- 
vision of this committee, your president was 
elected a vice-chairman of the State thus enab- 
ling our work to keep step and be in harmony 
with all woman’s organizations in the State. 
There is no doubt that the members of the New 
Jersey Congress will heartily assist the govern- 
ment in food conservation and offer their bit of 
service, no matter how small, when called on by 
their country. 

Miss Lillie Williams was appointed State 
Chairman of Education, one of the nine depart- 
ments of the Woman’s Committee. As Miss 
Williams is also chairman of Education for the 
Congress, our definite line of work points to the 
conservation of the school child. 

While other organizations are working for the 
soldier and government supplies, the New Jersey 
Congress will work for the physical development 
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of the school child and its educational advance- 
ment for future intelligent citizenship. 

The influence of the Congress primarily rests 
on the home and mothers should awaken to 
their duty to future generations and see to it 
that the American home is made a stronger, 
deeper influence in community life. Our daugh- 
ters must be drawn into closer sympathy and 
understanding for their protection while exposed 
to the unusual temptations the present crisis 
brings to our very door, and in mothering our 
boys let mothers not forget the other mother’s 
sons—so far from all family ties. 

Through all the sorrow, doubts and fears of 
the future ever keep before the child love for the 
children of all nations that its faith and trust in 
the Heavenly Father may make sweet the noble 
men and women of a Christian nation. 


May we rise to this test of motherhood— 
“And give to the heart of a child 
Laughter, dream-time and sun: . 
With gentle rains and breezes mild 
And fun, O Mother, fun. 


“Bleak days will come when hearts are grown— 
Dark days with nights too long. 
Give, O give to the bud unborn 
Laughter and dreams and song.” 


NEW MEXICO 


The State Board of Education is giving splen- 
did coéperation to the National Congress of 
Mothers by publishing a bulletin on Parents’ 
Associations and Mothers’ Clubs. 

Mrs. R. P. Donahoo, of Tucumcari, who has 
ably represented the Congress in New Mexico 
for many years, receives appreciative recognition 
for valuable suggestions to State Superintendent 
Wagner in compiling the bulletin. 

The following message from Mrs. W. E. Lind- 
sey, wife of the Governor, is the introduction to 
the bulletin: 

““A thorough system of Mothers’ Clubs or 
Parent-Teacher Clubs in the State ought to 
revolutionize the school system to include a 
number of activities which are now almost dor- 
mant. Such clubs would investigate to see 
whether full value was being had out of the 
Smith-Lever appropriation which is in force in 
the State; would interest itself in the Vocational 
Training, and would try to have all children of 
school age in some school. It would look after 
the lighting system of the present school build- 
ings whiche foster poor eyesight in almost all 
children by sunlight streaming into their faces 
and eyes while in school. 

“Gardening and marketing of products should 
be instituted in every school by these clubs as a 
war measure of conservation, furnishing food 
for our own people and the allies as well. A 
school farm would radiate its success and activity 
to the whole district. , 

“A system of home and school credit cards, 
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registering the activities of the child in gardening 
and home duties, would thus make the home and 
the school partners. 

“A noted California civic worker has made the 
statement that for the success of good legislation 
she would rather have a measure supported by 
the Parent-Teacher Clubs of the state than by 
all other organizations put together. Thus we 
can see the power which such a thorough system 
of Mothers’ Clubs in the State would have, and 
what effect upon any special form of activity 
which it felt it should foster.” 


NEW YORK 


The twentieth annual convention of the New 
York State Congress of Mothers was held at 
Niagara Falls, October 9-12, with a record- 
breaking attendance. 

The Shredded Wheat Company spared no 
pains in entertaining the body in their magnif- 
icent home. 

Mrs. Henry Osgood Holland, who has served 
the state as president very successfully for the 
past four years, retired from office, and Mrs. 
W. A. Saltford, of Poughkeepsie, was elected 
president. 

The program covered various phases of the 
Conservation of the Child. 

Dr. Cobb, of Albany, demonstrated and ex- 
plained the new state law which compels physical © 
training in all schools and institutions where 
children are cared for. 

Mrs. Kate Waller Barrett, of Alexandria, Va., 
National Chairman of Mothers’ Army and Navy 
Camp Committee, gave a rousing patriotic 
address and visited Camp Niagara on Lake 
Ontario. 

Mrs. E. A. Tuttle, of New York City, now 
past her eightieth year, was a welcome member. 

She has been connected with the National 
Congress since 1897 and for many years served 
that body as historian. 

The next annual meeting will be held in 
Gloversville, N. Y. 


OHIO 


After the meeting of the Board of Managers 
of the National Congress of Mothers in Colum- 
bus the annual convention of the Ohio Congress 
met at the Virginia Hotel, November 2-3. 

The Ohio Congress entertained fifteen Na- 
tional officers and members of the National 

_ Board at dinner, October 31, and many remained 
for the Ohio convention. 

From October, 1916, until April, 1917, when 
the acting president took charge, fourteen asso- 
ciations were inmembership. Since then twenty- 
two new associations have joined. Ninety- 
eight delegates representing nineteen towns 
attended the convention. 

The national officers made November 2 a 
feast of talks. Dr. Pierce, of Lima, showed 
how great is the work of the Child Hygiene De- 
partment, : 
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Mrs. Wm. Fillmore, president of more than a 
hundred mothers’ clubs in Cincinnati, and Miss 
Armstrong, employed by the Board of Education 
as director of the public school clubs of Cincin- 
nati, gave an insight into their progress, and a 
broad vision of the work. Round Tables held 
by the state chairmen were interspersed with 
spicy reports from Ohio associations. 

Ohio under the new constitution has six divi- 
sions conforming to the State Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation. Specific personal patriotic service of 
some sort for every member was urged. 

The following officers were elected: 

Honorary President, Mrs. J. A. Jeffrey; 
President, Mrs. W. H. Lanyer, Columbus; Vice- 
President at Large, Mrs. John H. Francis, Co- 
lumbus; Vice-President, Mrs. E. B. Haserodt, 
Cleveland; Vice-President, Superintendent E. 
L. Porter, Upper Sandusky; Vice-President, 
Mrs. A. J. Day, Zanesville; Vice-President, Mrs. 
J. L. Burnette, Lancaster; Vice-President, Mrs. 
Wm. Fillmore, Cincinnati; Treasurer, Mrs. W. 
M. Meredith, Painsville; Recording Secretary, 
Mrs. Edw. Southard, Marysville; Corresponding 
Secretary, Mrs. Alan Flowers, Columbus; Audi- 
tor, Mrs. Albrecht, Cleveland. Councillors, 
Miss Louise Armstrong, Cincinnati; Mrs. Frank 
Caldwell, Columbus; Mrs. J. A. Smith, Cleve- 
land. 

Those of the National Board in Columbus 
were: Mrs. Frederic Schoff, Pennsylvania; Mrs. 
David O. Mears, Massachusetts; Mrs. Arthur 
A. Birney, Washington; Mrs. W. F. Thacher, 
Washington: Mrs. Fred T. Dubois, Washington; 
Dr. Kate Waller-Barrett, Virginia; Mrs. Milton 
P. Higgins, Massachusetts; Mrs. J. Willitts 
Sawyer, Ohio; Mrs. J. H. Francis, Ohio; Mrs. 
Orville T. Bright, Illinois; Mrs. B. F. Lang- 
worthy, Illinois; Miss Lida Gardner, Kentucky; 
Mrs. J. H. Sheldon, Missouri; Miss Bessie Locke, 
New York; Mrs. N. L. Bagley, Alabama. 


RHODE ISLAND 

The Congress, in arranging the program for 
the year, has borne in mind, “The Welfare of 
the Child,’’ ‘‘The Youth,’ and ‘‘The Mother.”’ 

Mrs. James Earle Cheesman, in her annual 
message, made many suggestions as to how 
standards might be raised. Associations were 
asked to keep informed as to the meaning of the 
work of the Congress and see to it that the work 
is generally known. 

In Providence twenty-three clubs report, in 
response to the president’s request, $1,065.25 
for use in coéperation with the schools, $237.49 
for child welfare and $96.46 for social work. 
One club supports four clinics and dispensaries 
and twelve child organizations have received 
contributions. 

The Department of Child Welfare, Mrs. 
Edward S. Moulton, chairman, announces that 
baby consultations will be held weekly; social 
service will continue the work of the school 
children relief and the children’s theatre will be 
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continued Saturday mornings with the coépera- 
tion of the managment of the Strand Theatre. 
The juvenile court is to be visited every Saturday 
by the committee and the work of the pre-natal 
clinics, so greatly needed in Providence, is to be 
commenced, The Congress is coéperating with 
the Lying-in-Hospital. 

The Department of Education, Mrs. Joshua 
B. Hale, chairman, has five sections each under 
an efficient leader, an important section being 
that of child study. 

The Extension Committee will extend the 
work of the Congress as far as possible and act 
as a reciprocity and program bureau. 

The Patriotic Committee will endeavor to 
unite the work of the Congress along patriotic 
lines so that the Congress may be ready to re- 
spond to any national or state calls. 

Mrs. Carl Barus, for the legislative committee, 
asked that any infringement of the child labor 
law be reported. 

Mrs. Jay Perkins, chairman of the Special 
Committee on Physical Training in the Schools, 
asked members to agitate the question of physical 
training, for which there is a law, the result of 
the work of the Congress of Mothers and co- 
6peration of the Governor and Commissioner of 
Schools. 

An innovation at the meeting was ‘The 
Round Table,’’ under The Press and Publicity 
Committee, Mrs. William S. Stone, chairman. 

The year has opened with our realization of 
the past and hopes for the future and with the 
idea ever in mind, “to unite and strengthen our 
forces, to increase our membership, to raise the 
standard of motherhood, to unite the home and 
school, and to be a safeguard to youth.” 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


The second annual convention of the South 
Dakota Branch of the National Congress of 
Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations met 
in Huron, October 26-27, in the Senior High 
School. 

It was a splendid gathering and a good pro- 
gram. Mrs. H. R. Kenaston, the president, 
had given much time and work in preparation 
for the meeting, and is already laying plans for 
a much larger membership before the next con- 
vention, which will be held in Madison, October, 
1918. The Training School of the Madison 
Normal extended the invitation most cordially. 

County organization will be one of the meas- 
ures to be carried out. Ten vice-pregidents will 
aid in extension work. Departments are estab- 
lished corresponding to the National Depart- 
ments. 


TENNESSEE 


Mrs. Eugene Crutcher in her recent tour of 
the state, in promotion of the Congress, finds 
intense activity in every department of the 
work—as well as patriotic coéperation with the 
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government in every possible way. ' Cumberland 
City, Waynesboro, White Bluff are eager for 
help in organizing parent-teacher associations. 

New Department Chairmen are: Miss Delia 
Dortch, Education; Mrs. Lyon Childress, Better 
Films; Mrs. H. O. Brims, of Kingsport, mo- 
thers’ literature; Miss Nellie Wilians, State 
Chairman. CHILD-WELFARE MAGAZINE has re- 
ceived twenty. new subscriptions from the twenty 
Parent-Teacher Associations organized by Miss 
Allie Wilson, County Chairman of Williamson 
County. 

The Parent-Teachers’ Association of Memphis, 
with 2,600 local members, has a class and demon- 
strations in child study, every week, ‘‘ Dime-a- 
time,’’ play school fashion. (Rooms loaned by 
Congregational Church, Watkins Avenue, just 
south of Union, include play school, where chil- 
dren will be entertained free while parents are 
studying.) 

Mrs. W. C. Johnson, West Tennessee Vice- 
President Parent-Teacher Association and Girl 
Scout Commissioner, has charge of demonstration 
work, illustrated. 


VERMONT 
Boys Learn to Knit as well as Girls. Man- 
ual Training Pupils in Rutland Public 

Schools Make Their Own Needles. 

One does not have to be a girl to knit and be 
proud of the accomplishment if one lives in Rut- 
land and has the good fortune to go to the Long- 
fellow school and be a member of Miss Anna E, 
McCavet’s class. Miss McCavet has always 
been recognized by the mothers of pupils at- 
tending her grade as being a most proficient 
educator of the human mind, but of late Miss 
McCavet has added to her other accomplish- 
ments the art of instructing her boys and girls 
the trick of knitting. 

The boys made their own needles for the work 
at the manual training school department at the 
high school and then the fun began. Some 
of the clever boys have already completed and 
are wearing their sweaters knitted with their own 
fingers and on needles manufactured by them. 

It is a most interesting sight to witness all the 
children in the school room bending over their 
work and busily engaged on the different brightly 
colored yarns during the period assigned for this 
work, 

The Parent-Teacher Association of the Kingley 
school is to take up community work. 


A List of Over a Hundred Loan Papers 


on Child Nurture may be secured by sending 
stamp to National Congress of Mothers and 
Parent-Teacher Associations, 910 Loan and 
Trust Building, Washington, D. C. These 
papers are typewritten, and relate to many 
phases of home-making and child nurture. 


“The work will consist in the main of mending 
and remodeling of old garments. Anyone who 
can use a needle can help, for the planning and 
cutting will be undertaken and supervised by 
experienced hands, Articles of clothing for 
grown-ups that are beyond repair will be cut over 
for younger folks. Bring with you clothes that 
have been discarded by any member of your 
family. You must have friends, too, who would 
be glad to contribute things. We could arrange 
to have them called for. 

“Our usefulness can extend still further in the 
way of preparing a layette for expectant mothers 
who have neither time nor means to provide 
suitable articles for the new baby’s outfit.”’ 


WASHINGTON 


The Washington State Educational Asso- 
ciation and joint institutes convened in Tacoma, 
October 24 to 27. 

Included in the sectional meetings for October 
26 was the Parent-Teacher Section. 

Parent-Teacher Section—Mrs. J. C. Todd, 
President, Tacoma, Mrs. C. A. Varney, Secre- 
tary, North Yakima, Stadium High School. 
Program: 9:15 A. M.—Meetings of Executive 
and all Standing State Committees. 11:00 
A. M.—Board of Managers Meetings. 1:30 
P. M.—‘‘Problems of Grade School Parent-. 
Teacher Associations,” Miss Anna Lockwood, 
Seattle, teacher, grade school. Discussion. 
“Why is the Parent-Teacher Association not 
Succeeding in the High School as It Is in the 
Grade Schools?’’ N. J. Aiken, Olympia, principal, 
high school. Discussion. 

In addition to the enclosed program there was 
a splendid illustrated talk on the ‘‘Camp-fire 
Girls” by Mrs. Gulick of the Y. W. C. A. 

With the completion of Camp Lewis, Tacoma, 
Washington is facing a great problem. 

With about 45,000 men added to her citizen- 
ship, the question of making a home for them is 
being met in a splendid manner. The men’s 
and women’s club, are doing everything possible 
to fill the idle hours of the soldiers with good 
wholesome amusement. 

To the 600 members of the Parent-Teacher 
Association has been assigned ‘‘Home Enter- 
tainment,’’ and many members are already living 
up to the slogan: ‘‘ Take a soldier home todinner.”’ 


One paper may be kept three weeks, $.20. 

Twelve papers may be selected and kept one 
year, $2.00. 

All orders for above publications should be 
sent to the National Congress of Mothers and 
Parent-Teacher Associations, Loan and Trust 
Building, Washington, D. C. 
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rule. 


Send us reports of what you are doing. 








IMPORTANT NOTICES 


News items from the States must be in the hands of the editorial board by the 
tenth of the previous month to ensure their appearance in the next magazine. 
The editorial board earnestly asks attention to the necessity of complying with this 


The magazine invites wider correspondence with local circles and associations. 
It will be helpful to others. 


The necessity for brevity will be realized, as space is limited and every month 
more states send news. News is WORK DONE, OR NEW WORK PLANNED. 
Communications must be written with ink or typewritten. 


The CHILD-WELFARE MAGAZINE offers to every NEW circle of fifty members 
one year’s subscription free provided that with the application for the magazine 
is enclosed a receipt from state treasurer showing that dues of ten cents per capita 
have been paid, and second a list of officers and members with their addresses. 


This offer is made to aid new circles with their program and to give them the 
opportunity to become acquainted with the great organized parenthood of America. 


Subscribers to CHILD-WELFARE MAGAZINE should notify the publishers 
before the 15th of the current month if the magazine is not received. Back numbers 
cannot be furnished unless failure to receive the magazine is immediately noted. 














PUBLICATIONS OF CONGRESS OF MOTHERS AND PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS 


NATIONAL YEAR Book, published annually con- 
taining much of general information, $.10. 

How TO ORGANIZE PARENTS’ ASSOCIATIONS 
and MortuHers’ CIRCLES, $.04 stamps. 

How TO ORGANIZE PARENTS’ ASSOCIATIONS 
and MorHers’ CIRCLES, 1000 copies, $35.00. 

List oF ONE THOUSAND Goop Books for 
Children, $.10. 

PaRENTS’ Duty TO CHILDREN CONCERNING 
SEX, $.10. 

First NATIONAL CONGRESS OF MOTHERS 1897, 
valuable to every mother. Every Officer of the 
Congress should read it. It gives the basic prin- 
ciples on which the Congress is founded, $.50. 

REPORT OF THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 
on the WELFARE OF THE CHILD, including ad- 
dresses and proceedings, price $2.00. 

NintH NATIONAL CONGRESS OF MOTHERS. 
The Child in Home, School and State, $.50. 

First INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON CHILD 
WELFARE, 1908, $1.00. 


CHILD-WELFARE MAGAZINE. Price $1.00 a 
year. Address P. O. Box 4022, West Philadel- 
phia. 

THE EVOLUTION OF THE MOTHERS’ PENSION. 

TWENTY YEARS WorRK FOR CHILD WELFARE, 
$.10. 

WHat Does THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
MOTHERS AND PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS 
Do WITH THE DimEs WE SEND? 

Wat PROMINENT EpucAToRS THINK OF THE 
MOVEMENT. 

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATIONS OR DEPARTMENTS IN 
CHURCH OR SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

THE ARGUMENT FOR PARENT-TEACHER Asso- 
CIATIONS, 

WHAT THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF MOTHERS 
Expects oF Its Loca, ASSOCIATIONS. 

PROGRAM PLANS FOR CHILD-WELFARE Day 
and STAR BOOKLET. 7 

Arms, MetHops, MATERIAL, RESULTs. 





Play for Children 


The value of play in the development of chil- 
dren is emphasized in the bulletins just pub- 
lished by the Bureau of Educational Experi- 
ments, 70 Fifth Ave., New York City. Moth- 
ers who are puzzled to know what to do with 
their young children will find in these bulletins 
suggestions which may be adapted for home use. 
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The following two pamphlets are now ready 
for distribution at the nominal sum of ten cents. 
Bulletin Number 1, Playthings; Bulletin Num- 
ber 2, Study of Animal Families and Schools. 


These will assist in the right selection of toys and 


pets at Christmas time. 
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